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MESSAGE OF THE QUR’AN

Translation and Brief Elucidation
By

Dr.Israr Ahmad

Surah At-Tawbah (9)
B35 853
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O believers! What is the matter with you that when you are
asked to march forth in the cause of Allah, you cling firmly
to "your’ land?
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Al-Tawbah 2

Although this clarification has already been made in Surah An-Nisa, it is
important to revisit the point here. The Quran addresses the hypocrites
using the phrase | ;i;f@;gj‘ Gy —o you who have believed,” since they
too professed faith. Legally and outwardly, they were considered
Muslims, despite their concealed hypocrisy.

e » I’ s , -
5559162 B 5:800 24
Do you prefer the life of this world over the Hereafter?

This probing question invites deep self-reflection: while you profess
belief in the Hereafter, your hesitation to engage in combat in the path of
Allah implies that you are forsaking the Hereafter in favor of the fleeting
gains of this worldly life.
4’5:6.. .”',2’: . /’9///1
SR AU RE A
The enjoyment of this worldly life is insignificant compared
to that of the Hereafter.

Ayah 39:

(AP S A NI T [N EAPARTE

If you do not march forth, He will afflict you with a painful
torment and replace you with other people. You are not
harming Him in the least.

If you refuse to hold the banner of Allah’s Deen, He will replace you
with another nation to fulfill this purpose.

> "L s
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And Allah is Most Capable of everything.
Ayah 40:
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"It does not matter’ if you "believers’ do not support him,
for Allah did in fact support him

JWIGER YA \GL\;JUM\ az5413)

When the disbelievers drove him out "of Mecca” and he was
only one of two. While they both were in the cave

At that critical moment, they were only two: Muhammaddlst, the
Messenger of Allah, and Hadhrat Abu Bakr As-Siddiq «s &' s .



Al-Tawbah 3

C[.Zu’e’“\u‘ o3 ”‘qud’” J

He reassured his companion, “Do not worry; Allah is
certainly with us.”

When Hadhrat Abu Bakr «c 4l s, saw the pursuing polytheists reach the
entrance of the cave, he said, “O Messenger of Allah (i5i%), they have
reached as far as the mouth of the cave. If any of them looks down, we
will be exposed.” The Prophetdisi reassured him, saying, “Do not
worry; Allah is with us.”
G355 2J 532, 80315 adle 462 4 0536
So Allah sent down His serenity upon the Prophet,
supported him with forces you "believers’ did not see

i d 27 ’.65,’////
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And made the word of the disbelievers lowest

Thus, Allah, in His Divine support, aided His Prophet s, vanquishing
the disbelievers and establishing the supremacy of His Deen across the
Arabian Peninsula.
@455 535 415 Gl A 26
While the Word of Allah is supreme. And Allah is Almighty,
All-Wise.
Ayah 41:
Y566 1358)
"O believers!” March forth whether you are light or heavy

The terms “light” and “heavy” here encompass both the outward and
inward states of individuals. One interpretation of this phrase is:
whether you go forth reluctantly with heavy hearts or willingly with
eagerness, you must proceed, as the matter of jihad has advanced
beyond mere encouragement — it has now reached the stage of a
general call to arms, making participation an individual obligation (fardh
‘ayn). Another interpretation is: whether you are well-equipped with
provisions and weaponry or lacking in resources, you are required to

march forth regardless.
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And strive with your wealth and your lives in the cause of
Allah. That is best for you, if only you knew.

Ayah42°
:‘ ”’/9/ d,ﬂ/y‘w["/ /u/ [-\0

Had the gam been W1th1n reach and the ]ourney shorter,
they would have followed you, but the distance seemed too
long for them.

Had these hypocrites anticipated an easy acquisition of spoils or a nearby
target, they would have surely joined you. However, the mere mention of
the long journey to Tabuk has caused their hearts to sink.

It was the blessed practice of the Prophetisat to keep the objectives and
details of any expedition strictly confidential. When preparations for a
campaign were announced, the destination and strategy would remain
undisclosed. For instance, the plan for the conquest of Makkah was kept
secret until the final moment. However, for the Battle of Tabuk, the
Prophet st made an exception by openly announcing all details along
with the order to prepare. He explicitly stated that the army’s destination
was Tabuk and that they would be confronting the Roman Empire. This
transparency allowed each individual to thoroughly assess his readiness,
both outwardly and inwardly — enabling him to gather the necessary
provisions and equipment while also evaluating his resolve and
determination for the expedition.

4 o2 _ZA[727 » <\ PR
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And they will swear by Allah, “Had we been able, we would
have certainly joined you.”

This means they will repeatedly swear oaths, concocting excuses and
lamenting their supposed constraints to justify their absence.

TP PR Tt
They are ruining themselves. And Allah knows that they are
surely lying.



Al-Tawbah 5

Ayat 43 to 60
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Al-Tawbah 6

Ayah 43:
rd s ~ [T l, “ .
PATANFANSI AT FrS
May Allah pardon you "O Prophet’! Why did you give them
permission "to stay behind’

That is, certain hypoctites approached you izt with a fabricated excuse,
seeking exemption from the expedition, and you, in your innate
compassion and gentleness, granted them permission. This provided them
with a pretext to claim that they had been excused by the Prophet sk,
even though they had no intention of participating in the first place.
Consequently, the permission shielded their hypocrisy from being
exposed. Had permission been denied, it would have revealed whether
they genuinely intended to join the expedition. However, several
hypocrites came forward with concocted excuses and were granted

exemption by the Prophet st

2 ~” 194 i///’nﬁ ///G/// :u:/
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Before those who told the truth were distinguished from
those who were lying?

Ayah 44:
5T 5 57 .” S 4 s 2 /’~ﬁ /..,/9/ 7
3 5e1520 13delsg & 29 L3t 5 U 35080 Gagdt lslzeg
LT
s, /..‘

Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day do not ask for
exemption from striving with their wealth and their lives.

True believers would never seek exemption from jihad in such
circumstances, as they recognize it as an integral obligation of faith.
Notably, in Surah Al-Hujurat, ayah 15, the definition of #zan includes
both heartfelt conviction and jihad in the path of Allah as essential
components. This principle has also been addressed earlier in Surah Al-
Anfal, ayat 2 and 74, where jihad in the path of Allah has been
unequivocally established as a fundamental requirement of true faith.

1,7 -5
et Fpc
And Allah has perfect knowledge of those who are mindful
“of Him’.
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Ayah 45:
y, ;’,b & /[.'S",P‘j‘;,.\”,@bu,m,.:‘ju-)&‘d»wb\

No one would ask for exemption except those who have no
faith in Allah or the Last Day, and whose hearts are in doubt

Here, one should reflect on the words from Surah Al-Hujurat: At
{12633 (Al-Hujurat 15) — “then they do not doubt,” which highlight that
true believers are those who, after embracing faith, remain free from
doubt. In contrast, the words from the ayah under discussion: &36;is}
{2858 — “and their hearts were overcome by doubt,” clearly illustrate
that these hypocrites are afflicted by persistent doubts and uncertainties
firmly entrenched in their hearts.

P2 ,5ﬁ 4 ’ 2 s 2 %
®L33>73 545253 e
So they are torn by their doubts.

Plagued by doubts and uncertainties in their faith, they find themselves in
a state of hesitation, unable to decide whether to join the jihad. At times,
they perceive a benefit in accompanying the Muslims, fearing that staying
behind might expose their pretense of faith. Yet, the thought of the
exhausting journey overwhelms them, and the pull of worldly interests
binds them like chains. Consequently, they resort to fabricating false
excuses once more.

Ayah 46:
SN E 155151 5
Had they "really’ intended to march forth, they would have
made preparations for it.

Such a long and arduous journey required thorough preparation,
including securing ample provisions and arranging transportation. Yet,
their complete lack of effort and idleness in making any preparations
clearly reveal that they had no intention of joining the expedition from
the very beginning.

» Vo ~ .
AR TRE e PP FRERIE G
But Allah disliked that they should go, so He let them lag

behind, and it was said "to them’, “Stay with those
"helpless’ who remain behind.”
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The wisdom behind this command is elaborated upon in the following ayah:
Ayah 47:
PP EA S
Had they gone forth with you "believers’, they would have
been nothing but trouble for you

Since their hearts were afflicted with disease, even if they had joined the
army, they would have only caused discord, engaged in conspiracies, and
attempted to sow division among the Muslims. Thus, their staying behind
and not accompanying you on the journey was, in fact, better. This
underscores that for a true believer, everything from Allah is ultimately a
source of goodness, while for a hypocrite, every situation results in loss
and harm.
‘)L, u;i \,;/ \\jg
And would have scrambled around, seeking to spread
discord in your midst.

@/:/‘bf@,/ﬁw /&ao,ﬁ&/gﬂ ,
And among you are their spies. And Allah has "perfect’
knowledge of the wrongdoers.

An alternate interpretation is, “Among you are those who listen to
them.” This means that among you are well-intentioned yet simple-
hearted Muslims who hold a favorable opinion of the hypocrites. Such
individuals maintain friendly ties with them and give undue attention to
their words. Had these hypocrites joined the army and incited discord, it
is very likely that these naive Muslims would have been swayed by the
turmoil they intended to cause.

Ayah 48:

They had already sought to spread discord before
It is worth noting that the term “fizmah” (discord) appears in a similar
context in the hadith previously referenced in the explanation of ayah 34

regarding the behavior of corrupt scholars (#lama as-si):

— “Their scholats Wlll bgﬂtﬁde fWotst
(2923 (ﬁaﬁj L 2t P s elenl (‘9‘
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under the heavens; fitnah will emerge from them and return to them.”
This signifies that such scholars will remain engaged in disputes, issuing
conflicting fatwas, and fostering division. Similarly, O Prophetlsif, these
hypocrites have never missed an opportunity to conspire against you.
591013065
And devised every "possible” plot against you "O Prophet’

These individuals have spared no effort in attempting to undermine and
disrupt your affairs.

! ) A OPT 5‘ -3 /v/ .1:/

L3 sasall 5l 5e53 A s 35

Until the truth came and Allah’s Will prevailed — much to
their dismay.

This signifies that, regardless of their wishes and efforts, Allah’s Deen
ultimately gained dominance across the Arabian Peninsula.

Ayah 49:

s %

by teria g ,w s T3 Pt ,nl 28 5,972

Gﬁ""yiéc)w‘dﬁ,wﬁws
There are some of them who say, “Exempt me and do not expose
me to temptation.”

This refers to Jadd ibn Qays (ade B 1)), one of the accursed hypocrites.
When the Prophetiisst ordered preparations for the expedition to
Tabuk, he approached secking exemption, saying, “O Messenger of
Allah! (452%) excuse me from this campaign, for I am a man susceptible
to temptation. The army is heading toward Syria, a land of exceedingly
beautiful women. I fear I will be unable to restrain myself and will fall
into sin. Spare me from this trial and allow me to stay behind.”

1 EC A 3T

They have already fallen into temptation.

This signifies that this individual and his companions are already trapped
in the gravest trial, as evidenced by their audacity to concoct such
excuses. Their behavior reflects a mindset so deeply corrupted that it
represents a fitnah far greater than any conceivable trial.

2 .S’ ”Lr?;ry 9/!/?” 5‘/
Uﬁ/, > 2 A e' w/’
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And Hell will surely engulf the disbelievers.
Ayah 50:
If a blessing befalls you "O Prophet’, they grieve

[

If youdlsif attain any success or receive good news, it greatly disturbs

and displeases them.

5 2% » < 5’~{i1’5,’. ”,;’;ﬁg, 5 Als Aoay,

432 G521 Bos1 810380 ddpe A5 83
But if a disaster befalls you, they say, “We took our
precaution in advance,”

They arrogantly claim, “We are not as naive as these people. We carefully
assessed the situation and took proactive measures to protect ourselves
from such adverse circumstances.”

And turn away, rejoicing.

In such circumstances, they revel in their joy, delighted that misfortune
has befallen the Muslims while they have managed to remain unaffected.

The next two ayat are a powerful weapon for a believer in the event of a
confrontation between truth and falsehood. Therefore, it is highly
advisable for every Muslim to commit these ayat to memory.

Ayah 51: B
05 5 W 1) g I 08
Say, “Nothing will ever befall us except what Allah has
destined for us. He is our Protector.”

We are servants of Allah. Any hardship that befalls us does so only with
His will and permission. Not even a single leaf in the universe can stir
without His command. He is outr Protector and Sustainer. If His Divine
decree brings us a trial, we accept it wholeheartedly:

LTSN rref

We bow our heads in submission to whatever pleases the Beloved.

Whatever He wills, we are content with it. Even if a hardship comes
from Him, it carries goodness for us:

s ez ey
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I V| S-S AL Py
Whatever our Cupbearer pours is nothing but a manifestation of

His grace.

To be struck down by the sword of the Beloved is, in itself, a supreme
honor — one that we want no other to claim. Our necks stand ever
ready, eager to embrace this noble blessing:

:a;"./fﬂf uf’,J/u'ﬁJ 2P
W8T £ 7S e gl
May it not be the fate of foes to fall by your blade,
For the necks of friends still stand ready to meet your dagger’s edgel!

98 2 2 ﬁ//,’f \!A 1z P
OIS Al P g
So in Allah let the believers put their trust.

Ayah 52:
—

L os_ -, 2 ) ’J/ P 6/1.5/55
Rl g0 G 38055 05 U5

Say, “Are you awaiting anything to befall us except one of
the two best things: "victory or martyrdom'?

The term W‘ is the dual form of &), the feminine of wi, a
supetlative form. Thus, ¢iz&eal signifies “the two most excellent
outcomes.” When a believer embarks on a mission in the path of Allah,
both potential outcomes are supremely desirable. If he attains
martyrdom, it is the highest honor:

J%;/p;gﬂb“apjw
13 2 o e s

For the believer, martyrdom is both the goal and the prize—

Not treasures of war, nor the glory of conquest.

And if he returns victorious, that too is a glorious success. In either case,
the believer triumphs — there is no third possibility. Why, then, should a
believer fear anything?

Fpisd el gz E T2
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For those who live for truth, death brings no fear, O Jigar—
When martyrdom calls, their hearts leap in joyous rhythm!

275 5/ ,/"" 2 s <. it!‘ ;,5 ’55’,; ot 9 2
%@Hgswu&ewv‘wm\%u‘»@wwu’%
’ ’ z P
“But We are awaiting Allah to afflict you with torment either
from Him or at our hands.”

We, too, await what will befall you—that Allah, due to your misdeeds,
may send His punishment upon you directly, or that the time may come
when we are granted permission to strike your necks ourselves.

@& $54 g(u[.)\‘;a.gju

“So keep waiting! We too are waitmg w1th you.”
Ayah 53: B
a5 G5 3 80) a8, 0 G55 1T 51583108
Say, O Ptophet!" “"Whether you’ donate willingly or

unwillingly, it will never be accepted from you, for you have
been a rebellious people.”

This refers to the hypocrites’ ploy of offering some wealth or provisions
as a donation, accompanied by excuses such as, “I am constrained by
such-and-such reasons; I am unable to join personally, so grant me leave
and accept this contribution.” In response, it is emphasized that now,
with participation in jihad with one’s self having become an individual
obligation (fardh ayn), monetary contributions or provisions cannot
substitute for this responsibility.

Ayah 54:
/ 2h7x oo s %
Q}ig;gﬁb\)&f”"v\ 2xa55 24 da-ﬁ-: "’ s
And what prevented their donations from being accepted is

that they have lost faith in Allah and His Messenger

) 1 s ’/ -
SRV IFTHAPRVASEEN [NVAIIY P
They never come to prayer except half-heartedly, and they
never donate except resentfully.

This means that the contributions they offer are not out of genuine
commitment but rather an attempt to evade personal involvement. They

o W A
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seek to have their provisions accepted so they may be excused from
participating in the expedition.
Ayah 55:

SIS F ,,GJ\,,»\‘:\;;;:)\:

So let neither their wealth nor children impress you "O
Prophet’.

Do not mistake their abundance of wealth and children as a sign of
Allah’s great favor upon them. On the contrary, Allah grants them these
blessings to settle their account in this world, leaving nothing for them in
the Hereafter. At times, these very blessings become a source of torment

for them.

LJOJN,»:J‘G[@J’” /9 Pw 9, ;L-J‘

Allah only intends to torment them through these thmgs in
this worldly life

Allah may create circumstances where the very children a person lovingly
raises with cherished hopes become a source of anguish for him.
Likewise, the wealth amassed through immense effort and struggle may

turn into a burden on his soul.

1%

)
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Then their souls will depart while they are disbelievers.
Allah wills that such people remain deeply attached to their wealth and
utterly absorbed in their love for their children, leaving them no
opportunity to open their eyes to the truth. Thus, they persist in their

heedlessness until they become deserving of the ultimate punishment.

Ayah 56:
¢ 7 ‘” 2.,
PLERPEEIPHIFHES
They swear by Allah that they are part of you

They insist, “We too are Muslims, your allies; trust us,” and make other
similar assertions.

OG0 8555 55 5 4808 24 Gs

But they are not. They only say so out of fear.
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In truth, these individuals are terrified of the prospect of Islam’s
dominance, and out of fear, they portray themselves as Muslims.

Ayah 57:

%
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If only they could find a refuge, or a cave, or any hldlng-
place, they would rush headlong towards it.

Much like a frightened animal that breaks free from its tether and flees,
these individuals are overwhelmed by a state of panic. In their
desperation, if they had found any refuge in the Arabian Peninsula or any
safe haven to preserve their lives, they would have fled in terror without a
second thought.

Ayah 58:
C Loz a8 50 L2
¢30E 350 (e 2ehes
There are some of them who are critical of your
distribution of alms "O Prophet’.

The wealth of zakah and charity was personally distributed by the
Prophetalsct. On one occasion, during the distribution, a hypocrite

objected, saying: — “O Muhammad, be just [in your

distribution]!” —implying’ tHat the Prophet izt was acting unjustly. This
audac1ty angered the Prophetdisif, and he replied:

[ade e — “Woe to you! Who will be just 1f“f{r§ "“ N

4 W [-2 798 54 2\ s -2 » 5% 5%
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If they are given some of it they are pleased, but if not they

<sy)

are enraged.
Ayah 59:
7~ N &A o -
e ) il A0 s 118 5" 5 ) 23531Ta 1305 85T

RSP MIURISE:
If only they had been content with what Allah and His
Messenger had given them and said, “Allah is sufficient for
us! Allah will grant us out of His bounty, and so will His
Messenger. To Allah "alone’ we turn with hope.”

ez SR S vy
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Had these people adopted a positive mindset and thought well of Allah

and His Messenger,,‘j”l;’i‘ic, it would have been far better for them.

Now comes the well-known ayah that outlines the proper avenues for the
distribution of zakah.

Ayah 60:
PRI A PATH (R ENI e
G2 (il 3 dCedl 3 s 158a Eaan ()
Alms-tax is only for the poor and the needy, for those
employed to administer it

The term sadagat here refers specifically to zakah. The phrase {2 cakel&ish

includes all personnel employed in the zakah department, whether
tasked with collecting zakah, maintaining records, distributing it to
rightful recipients, or serving in any other capacity. The salaries of all
such employees are to be paid from the zakah funds.

rd
5 99 S8 wiN2o7)
g 33dalPIIg

For those whose hearts are to be won over

During the course of a religious movement or call to faith, zakah funds
may be used for za'lif al-gulib — winning over the hearts of certain
influential individuals in society. Offering them financial support can help
reduce or neutralize their opposition. According to the fugaha (Islamic
jurists), this category is not applicable once the Deen is firmly
established. However, in situations where such a need arises, zakah funds
may be allocated for this purpose.

2 1’/ 3. o -
CX&‘;"”}“{L’;"G}

4

For "freeing” slaves, for those in debt

Zakah funds may be utilized to assist a debtor unable to repay his debt or
an individual burdened with a financial penalty, offering him the
necessary relief and support.
1 2 3‘ 2/ he
URINMPRLNEERY
For Allah’s cause, and for 'needy" travellers.

This refers to the use of zakah funds for endeavors such as jihad, da"wah,
and the struggle to establish the Deen. However, it is essential to
prioritize the most deserving recipients, including the poor, orphans, the
needy, and widows who are genuinely in need. Only after addressing their

2020 i) I e} (T cnen [
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needs should any surplus zakah funds be allocated to other religious
initiatives.
) “’?'/ s %
@555 5208 43" 4l G2 48] S
"This is” an obligation from Allah. And Allah is All-
Knowing, All-Wise.

The phrase {;U‘Uf’ ; ,.ﬁ* also appears in the context of inheritance rulings
in Surah An-Nisa, ayah 11.

Ayat 61 to 66
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Ayah 61:
rd
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And there are others who hurt the Prophet by saying, “He
listens to anyone.”

“He is all ears.” The intent behind this remark was to imply that he
listens to everyone indiscriminately and accepts whatever excuses —
true or false — they present, as if he lacks discernment (Allah forbid!).
Such statements were made by the hypocrites to mock and insult the

Prophet s, causing him distress.
274 5 f

mﬁi—\iuﬂ?wbu@»ﬂ &3
Say, ‘O Prophet,” “He listens to what is best for you. He
believes in Allah, has faith in the believers”

Here, note the distinct meanings created by the use of “w” and “J” with
the verb \X/hen used with «, the verb o o 51gmﬁes believing in
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something, while with J, it implies accepting or believing someone’s
words as true.

This highlights the nobility, grace, and forbearance of the Prophet tizaf.
Even though he knows you are lying, he chooses not to confront you or
expose your deceit. Your folly lies in thinking you can deceive the
Messenger of Allah &Llgf. You fail to comprehend the depth of his
insight. He is the Messenger of Allah, while even the vision of an
ordinary believer is such that it is illuminated by the light of Allah. The
Prophet st said: .5, 4, ,,](( — “Beware of
the insight of the belfevjéjr for he sg:s"h‘ 11??% t‘ﬂsﬁl‘g‘kﬁt‘%‘fjw ‘Hah.”

Y
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“And is a mercy for those who believe among you.”

Toy52 599 ) s 2% 2
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Those who hurt Allah’s Messenger will suffer a painful
punishment.

Ayah 62:
e, s e ) P2 ,’2 .
JAEES PAGPH BT e
They swear by Allah to you "believers’ in order to please you,

During the preparations for this expedition, the hypocrites would
fabricate false excuses to seek permission from the Prophetilsif to stay
behind. They would then swear repeatedly, trying to convince the
general Muslims of their sincerity, saying, “We are your loyal
companions; do not doubt us.”

/'49
29 5
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While it is the pleasure of Allah and His Messenger they
should seek, if they are "true’ believers.

Ayah 63:

b e 1 G e 00 EG &35 bl 5l oo T 1lag AT
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Do they not know that whoever opposes Allah and His

Messenger will be in the Fire of Hell forever? That is the
ultimate disgrace.
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Ayah 64:
72
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The hypocrites fear that a siirah should be revealed about
them, exposing what is in their hearts.

Since their hearts harbor deceit, they live in constant fear that Divine
revelation may expose their lies.

2 M [d 27, .’.
0035EGe e a1 &) 135 362l 3
Say, "O Prophet!” “Keep mocking! Allah will definitely bring
to light what you fear.”
Ayah 65:
b P . sy 2974
&Usu‘ww@‘dﬂﬁubwa
If you question them, they will certainly say, “We were only
talking idly and joking around.”
The Prophet st is being informed that these hypocrites, who frequently
engage in slander against you and the Muslims, will, if confronted about

their behavior, immediately respond, “We were not speaking seriously;
we were merely joking and engaging in lighthearted banter.”

P 925

s 88 V20 2% 5 e L)
O&3» sekid 2ES W3tgs el alli ol
Say, “Was it Allah, His revelations, and His Messenger that
you ridiculed?”

So now, will Allah, His ayat, and His Messenger &5t become the targets
of your mockery: !d}g(‘ggﬁ/w’)g U — “Will you make light even of the
dignity of the elder’s beard”?

Ayah 66:
,@.C[;.’;\ NS ").n.(\p\;jw

Make no excuses! You have lost faith after your belief.

@m ”"ngb@[& M,oi»ﬂ@[b 22 Gl Ul
If We pardon a group of you, We will punish others for their
wickedness.

The time is near when you will face the consequences of your
transgressions. (To be continued)

[Note: The notation " * indicates the brackets () in the translation]
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